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ICSI has developed a new format for all guidelines.  Key additions and changes are: 
• Citations are listed in the guideline utilizing the format of Author, YYYY [report 

class].  A full explanation of ICSI Evidence Grading System can be found in the 
Foreword of the guideline. 

Citations now correspond to the recommendations at the sentence and paragraph level 
where applicable 
 
Algorithm, Clinical Highlights, Annotations 
 
Algorithm 4) Moved patient education component in algorithm 4: preoperative basic 
health assessment and combined it with renamed algorithm 9: communicate results and 
instructions to facility and patient.  
 
Algorithm 8) Added new algorithm box for management of stable comorbidities.  
 
Renumbered algorithm boxes and annotations. 
 
2) Streamlined information on high-risk procedures and associated references.   
 
4) Added additional content supporting history taking and physical examination as best 
means of preoperative screening. Added risk factor assessment for surgical site infection 
in medical history and included reference to Perioperative Protocol. Patient education 
content moved to renumbered annotation #9. Electrocardiogram information moved and 
combined with annotation #6. 
 
6) Streamlined electrocardiogram information and associated references. Added ACE 
inhibitors & angiotensin receptor blockers as medications for consideration of potassium 
testing preoperatively. 
 
7) Included reference to updated guidelines for cardiac evaluation before noncardiac 
surgery by the American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association (Fleisher, 
2007). 
 
 *8) Added new annotation information for management of stable comorbidities. 
Included   expanded information on antithrombotic therapy, coronary stent/antiplatelet 
therapy management principles, diabetes mellitus management principles, and sleep 
apnea considerations. Added associated references (Gupta, 2001; Grines, 2007; Schouten 
2007).  
 
*9) Added preoperative fasting recommendations along with reference (American 
Society of Anesthesiologists Task Force on Preoperative Fasting, 1999).  
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Appendix C) Added snoring as a question to include on the Adult Preoperative 
Questionnaire. 
 
  
Priority Aims & Suggested Measures, Measurement Specifications 
 
Added additional Aim and Measures related to management of stable comorbidities. 
 
 
Support for Implementation 
 
Added Resource Table. 
 
*An asterisk indicates any changes in clinical practice recommendations 


