
The information contained in this ICSI Technology Assessment Report is intended primarily for
health professionals and the following expert audiences:

• physicians, nurses, and other health care professional and provider organizations;
• health plans, health systems, health care organizations, hospitals and integrated health care

delivery systems;
• medical specialty and professional societies;
• researchers;
• federal, state and local government health care policy makers and specialists; and
• employee benefit managers.

This ICSI Technology Assessment Report should not be construed as medical advice or medical opin-
ion related to any specific facts or circumstances.  If you are not one of the expert audiences listed
above you are urged to consult a health care professional regarding your own situation and any
specific medical questions you may have.  In addition, you should seek assistance from a health
care professional in interpreting this ICSI Technology Assessment Report and applying it in your
individual case.

This ICSI Technology Assessment Report is designed to assist clinicians by providing a scientific
assessment, through review and analysis of medical literature, of the safety and efficacy of medical
technologies and is not intended either to replace a clinician’s judgment or to suggest that a par-
ticular technology is or should be a standard of medical care in any particular case.  Standards of
medical care are determined on the basis of all the facts and circumstances involved in a particular
case and are subject to change as scientific knowledge and technology advance and practice pat-
terns evolve.

Copies of this ICSI Technology Assessment Report may be distributed by any organization to the
organization’s employees butmay not be distributed outside of the organization without the prior
written consent of the Institute of Clinical Systems Improvement.

All other copyright rights in this ICSI Technology Assessment Report are reserved by the Institute for
Clinical Systems Improvement.  The Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement assumes no liabil-
ity for any adaptations or revisions or modifications made to this ICSI Technology Assessment Report.
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